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The Israeli Medical Association (IMA) must be held accountable at the WMA General Assembly in Rotterdam in October this year.
From 7 to 10 October 2026, the General Assembly of the World Medical Association (WMA) will take place in Rotterdam, The Netherlands.1 We call on the WMA and all of its national medical association members to suspend the IMA from the World Medical Association and to sever their bilateral ties with the IMA, due to the IMA’s decades-long failure to uphold medical ethics and international humanitarian law.   
For decades, the Palestinian people have lived under military occupation, ethnic cleansing and apartheid imposed by Israel. This has resulted in wide disparities in health, such as life expectancy and infant and maternal mortality, between Palestinians and Israelis (see annexe). For the past two and half years Gaza has been subjected to a genocide, with hundreds of thousands of deaths and injuries, nearly 70% of whom have been children and women.2  At the same time tens of thousands of Palestinians have been ethnically cleansed from the West Bank.3 The shattering of their lives has been compounded by the destruction of the healthcare system in Gaza.4 5 Over 1,700 health workers have been murdered and hundreds more detained and tortured by the Israeli military,6 often being specifically targeted in detention facilities.7  Recently, Lebanon8 9 10 11 and Iran12 13 14 have also  been subjected to destruction of healthcare facilities and killing of their health workers by Israel.
The Israeli Medical Association upholds these actions and policies, including the implementation of a fundamentally racist health system imposed on the population, and widespread, large scale war crimes perpetrated by the Israeli state and military. It has also covered up the complicity of Israeli doctors in torture of Palestinian prisoners, going back to the early 1990s and ever since. The UN recently reported:15
“The Israeli medical profession has been complicit in torture. Prison doctors and forensic personnel have performed amputations without anaesthetic, repeatedly failed to document or report clear signs of torture – often providing only minimal treatment to injured detainees – falsified records, participated in force-feeding hunger strikers and in some cases actively participated in the beating of detained Palestinians seeking medical attention.
More than 80 Israeli physicians publicly called for the bombing of hospitals in Gaza in late 2023.16  The IMA justified this incitement to genocide, by saying that the hospitals were being used as military command centres, thereby giving the green light to the Israeli military, and Israeli society, to destroy hospitals and murder healthcare workers.
The IMA’s conduct violates fundamental medical ethical standards and obligations, as set out in the WMA Declaration of Geneva17, the WMA International Code of Medical Ethics18 and the WMA Declaration of Tokyo19, as well as international humanitarian law documented in the Geneva Conventions, the Genocide Convention of 194820, the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC)21 and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
If medical ethics are to mean anything in the future, and we are to have confidence that the WMA can fulfil its role as the international guardian of medical ethics, then it must take concerted action to hold the IMA to account in Rotterdam this October.  Silence and looking the other way are no longer options, we cannot accept any longer a member association that violates its most important aims and objectives, and continues to sit amongst us at WMA conferences and meetings.
Action has been taken before against pariah medical association members, i.e. South Africa in the 1980s.22 Just recently the South African Medical Association (SAMA)23 and British Medical Association (BMA),24  have taken action, by suspending institutional ties with the IMA last year, and calling for wider shunning the IMA.  The WMA recently issued a clear call for accountability in its resolution of October 202525,26 when it called on member associations to unequivocally condemn attacks on healthcare personnel and facilities in Gaza in line with the Geneva Conventions and international humanitarian law.  We call on all member associations of the WMA to follow the principled and ethical position of the BMA and SAMA.
We call on the member national medical associations of the WMA to:
· Cut your institutional ties with the Israeli Medical Association, in line with the decision of the South African Medical Association and British Medical Association 
· Advocate within the WMA for the suspension of the IMA for its multiple violations of medical ethics and international humanitarian law, including its failure to speak out against the genocide in Palestine, the destruction of healthcare infrastructure and the torture and killing of healthcare workers, 
· If WMA leadership fails to take meaningful action and prevents debate at the Rotterdam conference about this issue, we ask you to consider boycotting the WMA and withholding your membership fees to the WMA from 2027, until it does take action.
We call on the World Medical Association to:
· Suspend the Israeli Medical Association (IMA), until it publicly upholds medical ethics and international humanitarian law, condemns murder and torture of Palestinian health workers and takes action against violations by its members,  as set out in your Porto resolution of 13 October 2025.
· Ensure accountability within the global medical profession: undertake  investigations of breaches of ethics and humanitarian law by national medical associations, and enforce disciplinary measures.  
We encourage other international medical bodies, such as the World Health Professions Alliance (WHPA), the World Dental Federation (FDI), the International Pharmaceutical Federation (FIP), and the International Council of Nurses (ICN), to also advocate for the termination of institutional relationships with the respective Israeli professional organisations, for as long as these organisations fail to fulfil their ethical responsibilities.
Further information is provided in the full letter below.





FULL LETTER

LETTER TO NATIONAL MEDICAL ASSOCIATIONS IN HEALTHCARE

SUSPEND THE ISRAELI MEDICAL ASSOCIATION FROM THE WORLD MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

Dear [NAME], Chair of [NAME ORGANISATION]

Introduction
From 7 to 10 October 2026, the annual General Assembly of the World Medical Association (WMA) will take place at the World Trade Center in Rotterdam, The Netherlands, hosted by the Royal Dutch Medical Association (KNMG).1 This meeting brings together national medical associations from 115 countries around the world and constitutes the principal forum through which the international medical community safeguards shared standards of medical ethics and professional responsibility.

With this letter we call on [NAME ORGANISATION] Medical Association to sever its institutional relationship with the Israeli Medical Association (IMA) and to advocate for the suspension of the IMA from the World Medical Association (WMA), for as long as the IMA fails to uphold its responsibilities regarding medical ethics and international law. Such a step would be consistent with the responsibility of professional medical organisations to ensure compliance with international ethical standards in medicine. It would also align with the recent decisions of the British Medical Association and the South African Medical Association, which have recently  severed their ties with the IMA and called on other medical organisations to do the same.23  24  

Destruction of  healthcare in Palestine, Lebanon and Iran
The ongoing genocide in Palestine has resulted in systematic attacks on hospitals, healthcare infrastructure, ambulances, and healthcare workers in Palestine.4 5  These have not stopped, indeed Israel has extended its genocidal attacks on healthcare infrastructure and personnel into both Lebanon9 10 11 and Iran12 13 14 since the start of 2026, killing large numbers of health workers and destroying health facilities.

Support of the Israeli Medical Association for Israel’s policies
Like all settler colonies, the state of Israel has pursued policies of ethnic cleansing, illegal occupation and apartheid towards Palestinians from the outset, which according to international legal and academic analyses have escalated into genocide. 27 28 29 30 31 32 33  As Physicians for Human Rights Israel said “History teaches us that such sustained and brutal acts by governments and militaries are only possible with the explicit or implicit support of civil society.” 34 The Israeli Medical Association is the civil society medical organisation that has provided that essential support. The IMA has legitimised the occupation of Palestine and the system of apartheid, which has led to large disparities in health and health service provision between Palestinians and Israelis (see annexe). The IMA is complicit in the systematic torture of Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails, and the systematic attacks on Palestinian healthcare infrastructure and healthcare personnel. Arab Israeli physicians have been subject to racism within the IMA internally, and Palestinian healthcare workers employed in Israeli  hospitals are structurally marginalised and dehumanised due to increasing intimidation and racism. 35 36  

Furthermore, the IMA continues to include as members, physicians who live or work in Israeli settlements in the occupied West Bank,37 which are illegal under international law.38,39  On the IMA’s website the location of these doctors is listed as “Judea and Samaria”, thus endorsing the illegal occupation of the West Bank.  The IMA has also welcomed and supports the recent establishment of Ariel medical school 40 in the Salfit area of the occupied West Bank, despite the underlying political purpose of  the school - to strengthen, legitimize, and whitewash Israel’s illegal settlements in the name of healthcare and progress.  By continuing to recognise and integrate these structures within its professional organisation, the IMA has legitimised the occupation and the system and practice of apartheid. 

Similarly, by failing to speak out or take any measures against any of these policies and practices, the IMA has also acted contrary to its fundamental medical ethical duties and obligations as set out in the WMA Declaration of Geneva17, the WMA International Code of Medical Ethics18 and the WMA Declaration of Tokyo19. The IMA is in breach of multiple provisions of these declarations, which require physicians to have the utmost respect for human life and dignity, to defend the right to health for all, and to oppose torture, inhuman treatment, and attacks on medical care. These are our shared values, which bind us together as an international medical community, using our voice to protect humanity, equality, justice and respect for all peoples. The IMA clearly does not share these values. 

Complicity in torture
Multiple reports and testimonies from international human rights organisations have established the complicity of the Israeli medical establishment in torture in Israeli detention centres and prisons, for at least 30 years.41 42 43 44 45 46 The recent report “Torture and genocide” by Francesca Albanese, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967,15  states:  
“The Israeli medical profession has been complicit in torture. Prison doctors and forensic personnel have performed amputations without anaesthetic, repeatedly failed to document or report clear signs of torture – often providing only minimal treatment to injured detainees – falsified records, participated in force-feeding hunger strikers and in some cases actively participated in the beating of detained Palestinians seeking medical attention.” (para 78)

The reports describe other violations of medical ethical standards against Palestinian prisoners. These include medical examination and treatment without consent, surgery without anaesthesia, medical information not being translated into the prisoners’ native language, as well as 24-hour four-point restraining and blindfolding of patients when hospitalised, at the notorious Sde Teiman detention camp.47 Rather than condemning and taking disciplinary measures against the physicians involved, the IMA defended them. In April 2024, Dr. Yossi Walfisch, Chair of the IMA Ethics Board, along with the Chair of the IMA Dr Zion Hagay, defended doctors at Sde Teiman, claiming in a letter to the Lancet 48  that prisoners at Sde Teiman received appropriate medical care.  

Palestinian healthcare workers are treated especially harshly in Israeli prisons and detention camps. At least four Palestinian medical professionals have died in Israeli prisons,49 50 starved and tortured to death, including Dr Adnan Al Bursh, who may have been raped to death.49 The Israeli authorities have refused to release his body to his family. 51 (This is not unusual, the bodies of nearly 700 deceased Palestinians are being withheld by Israel in “cemeteries of numbers” and refrigerators).52  The IMA has said nothing about these war crimes either, committed against fellow physicians. 

Yet when an Israeli doctor was violently arrested by police in a demonstration in Tel Aviv in June 2024, Dr Zion Hagay, the president of the IMA, wrote to every doctor in Israel saying that a “red line” had been crossed, and that he had contacted the police to demand that the attack be investigated and not repeated. He also informed the health minister that doctors would go on strike if no action was taken against the officers responsible. When another Israeli doctor was injured in a protest, Hagay wrote to the prime minister and the IMA organised a protest at medical facilities across Israel. 

By this time Israel had killed nearly 500 health care workers in Gaza.  Hagay and the IMA have not protested about the death of a single one of them.  The protracted silence clearly indicates that, in the eyes of Israeli doctors’ main professional body, Palestinian health workers in Gaza, like the rest of the Palestinian population, do not count. 53

Repeated approaches, complaints, petitions, and pressures concerning the IMA’s complicity in torture, have been directed at the WMA from doctors, NGOs, human rights advocates and legal groups for nearly 30 years. The WMA however has not taken any substantive action against the IMA over this most fundamental of medical ethical issues. 54 55 56 57

IMA justifies call by Israeli doctors to bomb hospitals in Gaza 
The IMA failed to act when more than 80 Israeli physicians signed a public letter in November 2023, stating it was the “right and duty” of the Israeli military to bomb Palestinian hospitals in Gaza.16 The IMA stated it was opposed to deliberately targeting medical facilities, but also said that hospitals were being used to “house military ordinance and command and control centres”, thereby justifying the bombing of hospitals.  The IMA took no action against the physicians involved, such as suspending their membership and reporting the doctors to the Israeli medical regulator, as they should have done because attacks on medical facilities are prohibited under international humanitarian law and violate the principle of medical neutrality under the Geneva Conventions. Legal opinion states that the doctors could be liable for the criminal charge of “direct and public incitement to genocide” as set out in the Genocide Convention of 194820 and the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC)21.  

In a letter to the Lancet in July 2024,58 Zion Hagay, the IMA’s president, justified the killing of large numbers of Palestinian health care workers, and again, justified the bombing of hospitals. Hagay’s letter was a reply to a letter calling for an immediate end to the Gaza genocide from Dr Muhammad Abu Salmiya, Director of Al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza (which was destroyed by the Israeli military in April 2024).  It should be noted that while Dr Hagay’s reply poured scorn on Dr Abu Salmiya’s letter, and joked about the Israeli-imposed starvation on Gaza, Dr Abu Salmiya was one of the many Palestinian doctors detained and tortured by the Israeli military.  He was released after seven months in detention and three trials, without charge.59

By justifying the destruction of healthcare services in Gaza, the IMA, which is highly regarded in Israeli society, effectively gave the green light to the Israeli military to attack and destroy Gaza’s entire health system, and murder health workers, almost 1,700 of whom have been killed,6 with hundreds more detained and tortured.60 61 62 The destruction of healthcare has been one of the central features of the genocide in Gaza; the Israeli medical establishment’s role in this was aptly characterised as “How Israel's healthcare system became an instrument of state violence” in an article in Middle East Eye.36

Silence on banning of humanitarian aid organisations
In December 2025 Israel announced that it would deny 37 international medical and humanitarian organisations access to Palestine, thereby severely restricting essential medical and humanitarian assistance.63 This is a serious violation of international humanitarian law and of the principle of medical neutrality and will result in the death and disability of many patients in need of medical care. The IMA has remained silent on this too.

Silence on the ban on Palestinian patients leaving Gaza for treatment
The IMA has failed to oppose the ban imposed on entry of patients from the Gaza Strip into Israel for medical treatment. This policy has resulted in thousands of patients with cancer, severe illnesses, and war injuries being unable to access care in Israeli, West Bank, or East Jerusalem hospitals.64  This policy applies even in extreme cases—for example, to a 5-year-old boy was denied entry for life-saving bone marrow transplant treatment because he was registered as a Gaza resident.65

Silence on evidence of organ harvesting from Palestinians
Reports of the harvesting of organs from Palestinians for profit, transplantation, and research stretch back more than three decades.  The Gaza Ministry of Health made further claims about this in April 2024 and October 2025, based on autopsy data from the bodies of Palestinian prisoners returned to their families,66 67 which had evidence from forensic examinations of missing organs, including corneas, kidneys, and livers, from returned corpses. The IMA has not spoken out nor pressed for investigations into these reports. 

Previous action on ethical accountability within the international  medical profession
The call to sever institutional relations with the Israeli Medical Association is not an exceptional step, it is part of the responsibility of professional medical organisations to uphold their ethical standards and international humanitarian law. When fundamental medical principles are systematically violated, the international medical community must respond, as it did in the 1970s and 1980s, when the role of physicians within the apartheid regime in South Africa was sharply criticised internationally. The former Medical Association of South Africa was temporarily excluded from the WMA  due to its failure to act against violations of medical ethics under apartheid.22 This demonstrates that national medical associations have been held accountable and have been subject to sanction in the past. Protecting medical ethics, human rights and medical neutrality is an essential part of the collective responsibility of the international medical community, especially during a time when international law and norms are being severely eroded.

The WMA issued a clear call for accountability in its resolution of October 2025 when it called on member countries’ medical associations to unequivocally condemn attacks on healthcare personnel and facilities in Gaza in line with the Geneva Conventions and international humanitarian law.  Prominent international medical journals are calling for “medical institutions to advocate clearly and take concrete action to stop genocide and to safeguard healthcare and human rights”.68 Thus far Britain and South Africa have acted; we call on all member associations of the WMA to follow their principled lead.

Demands
We call on the member national medical associations of the WMA to:
· Cut your institutional ties with the Israeli Medical Association, in line with the decision of the South African Medical Association and British Medical Association 
· Advocate within the WMA for the suspension of the IMA for its multiple violations of medical ethics and international humanitarian law, including its failure to speak out against the genocide in Palestine, the destruction of healthcare infrastructure and the torture and killing of healthcare workers, 
· If WMA leadership fails to take meaningful action and prevents debate at the Rotterdam conference about this issue, we ask you to consider boycotting the WMA and withholding your membership fees to the WMA from 2027, until it does take action.
We call on the World Medical Association to:
· Suspend the Israeli Medical Association (IMA), until it publicly upholds medical ethics and international humanitarian law, condemns murder and torture of Palestinian health workers and takes action against violations by its members, as set out in your Porto resolution of 13 October 2025.
· Ensure accountability within the global medical profession: undertake  investigations of breaches of ethics and humanitarian law by national medical associations, and enforce disciplinary measures.  
We encourage other international medical bodies, such as the World Health Professions Alliance (WHPA), the World Dental Federation (FDI), the International Pharmaceutical Federation (FIP), and the International Council of Nurses (ICN), to also advocate for the termination of institutional relationships with their respective Israeli professional organisations, for as long as these organisations also fail to fulfil their ethical responsibilities.

We would appreciate hearing from you regarding this appeal.

Yours sincerely,

[signatories]





























Annexe - health disparities under apartheid in Palestine

Note: these figures are before October 7th 2023

	
	
Occupied 
Palestinian Territories (oPt)

	

Israel
	

Ratio or Difference

	Life expectancy
(years 2016)
	73.5
	82.4
	8.9 years

	Infant mortality rate 
(per 1000 births 2017)

	17.9
	2.9
	6.2 times

	Maternal mortality rate 
(per 100,000 births 2020)

	20
	3
	6.7 times

	Number of doctors
(per 1000 residents 2017)

	West Bank 1.5
Gaza 2.8 (2018)
	3.5
	2.3 times
1.25 times

	Number of hospital beds
(per thousand residents)

	1.3 (2018)
	3 (2017)
	2.3 times

	Number of nurses and midwives
(per 1000 residents 2017)

	2.6
	6.1
	2.3 times

	Per capita health expenditure (2017)

	$306 
	$3145
	10.3 times

	





Vaccine apartheid

	
Israel excluded the five million Palestinians in the oPt from its COVID-19 vaccination program but included 666,000 Israeli settlers living in the same territories.  22,000 Palestinians who worked in the Israeli settlements were given the Covid vaccine.  

An Israeli health minister stated at the time it is not Israel’s “job” to provide Covid vaccines to Palestinians in the oPt.  Under international law (Geneva Convention IV, article 55), Israel as the occupying military power, has responsibility “to the fullest extent of the means available to it” to provide health services to the Occupied Palestinian Territories.


	
Mortality rates (per 100,000) for 20 leading causes of death in oPt

	
These are several times higher for Palestinians, apart from cancers and COPD.  For example, for ischaemic heart disease, stroke and diabetes the death rate for Palestinians is 3.2, 3.4 and 2.2 times higher than for Israelis.
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