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BRUNO ANDP LAURA SANTOS LIVE IN AN

AFFLUENT NEIGHBORHOOP. THEY ARE Marcia, change your clothes.

GETTING REAPY TO ATTENP THE .

WEPPING OF THEIR HOUSEKEEFER, We are going to the favela. Those guys
BETA, WHEN THEIR PAUGHTER WALKS

INTO THEIR BEPROOM. will get the wrong ideas about you.

Don't shame her, Bruno!
If they can't control
their behavior, it's not
due to what she wears.
The guys in the favela
are just as chauvinistic
as those in this
neighborhood.

4 .~ Sexual vtol.ence isa blg problem in this country.
F Do you know 26% of Brasilians agree that
‘women who wear revealing clothes deserve to
be attacked’. Not surprisingly, we have the fifth
highest rate of femicide in the world.




A MONTH LATER, THE FANPEMIC HIT, INITIATING COUNTRYWIPE LOCKPOWNS.
WITHOUT BETA'S HELP, LAURA HAS TO SHOULPER THE HOUSEWORK, THE COOKING
AND WORK FIJLL TIME A5 A CONTENT MEDIA MANAGER.

Ouf, work never ends. Companies are
scrambling to go online. I'm working
weekends as well, but with no salary
increase. Bruno wontt lift a finger to
i help, while Marcia is preoccupied with

online classes.
Most relevant v

& Laura Santos X BeatrizBrasil - Follow
2m. 2 > True, women are less valued in their jobs. We face more

difficulties getting into the labor market and professional growth

Wonder why unpaid care work is not considered is challenging.

work? The caring for children, for the invalid; cleaning 5m Like Reply 10
and cooking are essential to the well-being of society. % r:;:i:x"x"enges b e

Care work, handled mainly by women, deserves fair

market, there are also problems surrounding a care
economic compensation and recognition, just as any poonomyWomen are s oadiod, Shsntlng thiosias mikch)
> ? time (on average 10 hours a week more than men) on
white or blue collared male dominated work. unpaid domestic chores, which is work made invisible in
society, and hinders the participation of women in the labor

market.
3m Like Reply
£ 0D Ana Alves and 12 others. 2 comments j%. Maria Costa
o What do you care? You are a white Brasilian woman. You earn a better
> Sy e of s = afosbisallay Inkgafis Liomar
ke [ comment You probably have a maid

and a cook dolnq your house work.

GENCER JUSTICE, JUST
LIKE RACIAL JUSTICE, 15
A CRITICAL IS5UE IN
TOPAY'S SOCIETY.
PESPITE WORLOWIPE
EFFORTS TO APPRESS
THE FROBLEM, GENPER
INJUSTICE CONTINUES
TO BE AN OBSTACLE FOR
WOMEN SEEKING EQUAL
OFFORTUNITIES IN ALL

Thanks to papa’s patriarchal comment ASPECTS OF LIFE.

earlier, I'm doing a project on gender 1
Jjustice in Brasil.




Madame, I need to go
to the hospital.
Can you drive me?
There are no buses.
My husband punched
me in the stomach.

I am in so much pain
I...OMG, he’s coming
back....

Beta! I'm calling the police! “‘ POLICE PEPARTMENT '

i il

Please call the women’s helpline. ‘ ;
We are not handling domestic abuse }*** |
cases during the pandemic. :

workers are aiding COVID
patients. If Beta’s situation
worsens, call us back.

F i

happening?

B Why is this

Women'’s issues and health are simply not prioritized.

WHEN LAURA CALLS BETA,
THE HUSBANP PICKS THE PHONE.

-

This is a family matter It is not your business. Don't interfere.

Vo) RSN T




POST PANPEMIC. THE NEW NORMAL.

.

. Beta, you've lost so much weight.
You look tired all the time.

I don't sleep or eat well.
I'm nervous all the time. I
thought he loved me, but
he abuses me. His words
are more painful than the
beatings.
s

"Leave him, Beta. You can
stay with us until you find
a new place. 'l help you.

They are always
chatting. They don't
seem to do any
work. And, they talk
about equal pay.
Ridiculous!

Laura, you know Vagdalene, right?
QOur company is cost cutting and it was
either her or me. Guess who got the

promotion and an increased salary?
B

Magdalene? She was very competent.

Didn't she win Best Employee last year? A RECENT WORLP BANK
STUPY IN BRAZIL FOUNP
THAT IN 2010, WOMEN'S
WAGES EQUALED 71% OF
THOSE OF MEN.
AFRO-BRAZILIAN WOMEN
EARN LESS THAN WHITE
WOMEN ANDP MEN WITH
THE SAME LEVEL OF
EPUCATION. ON AVERAGE,
AFRO-BRAZILIAN WOMEN
EARN U5¢ 2.50 PER HOUR
COMPAREP TO U538 9.02
FOR WHITE WOMEN ANP
ss 5) FOR WHITE MEN.
THIS S5CENARIO |15
AGGRAVATEDP AMONG
UNPOCUMENTED
IMMIGRANT WOMEN.

I got the promotion. Magdalene got
fired. I thought youwd be happy!
Also, you better upgrade your skills.
Social media is soon going to be taken :
over by Al and being a woman, you'd
probably lose your job.

Beta, could I have a cup of coffee?
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She is three months pregnant, underweight

and anaemic. She needs rest, calm and a
healthy diet for her and the baby.

Stay with us, Beta.

I'll ensure you eat well and get regular check-ups

with a private doc. Ill pay for it. I know there are

long wait periods to get appointments at public

% hospitals. Also, I heard they force women to have
C-sections because it's quicker than a natural birth.

3 * 458 |

e

I can't stay with you,
madame. My husband is
dangerous. He might harm
your family. I really don't
want to have this baby.

Ill go and stay with my sister He won't
dare come there. He’s afraid of her.
Tomorrow, while he’s at work,

Ill pack my bags and leave him for good.

I'm glad you've finally decided to sebarate.




Turns out, Beta is pregnant, but she
doesn't want to keep the baby.

|
Beta should have
been more careful and
taken precautions.
Abortion is a crime
and carries a prison
sentence. She could
end up in prison.

Abortion is permissible
in cases of rape or if
the mother’s life or
health are at risk. Also,
since 2012, there's a
{ third legal permission —
fetal anencephaly.
Anyway, a girl in my
class had an illegal,
unsafe abortion. Of
course, there were
complications and she
ended up in hospital.

Mama, the Green Wave is
fighting to legalize abortion in
Latin America. Brasil has an
opportunity to join the
movement. The Supreme Court
is voting on a lawsuit to
decriminalize abortion up to 12
weeks of gestation. This
injustice could end.
Other groups like the Feminist
Alert and the activist
Jjournalistic project AzIVlina are
also fighting against gender
inequalities and violence.

4505/?7’10” 15 AN ESSENTIAL HEALTH SERVICE, ANP THAT |5 WHY THE 2’/-/0

H NAL JUSTICE 5Y5TE,
PROCEPURE IT 15. THE CRIMINALIZATION OF ABORTION PISPROPORTIONATELY
AFFECTS BLACK WOMEN, AFRO-BRAZILIANS, QUILO. LAS, . NoUs W N,
AND PEOFLE FROM LOW-INCOME BAC N_T1 THE U

N . IN TH TEXT, THE UNHR:
RECENTLY RECOMMENPED THAT BRAZIL AMEND IT5 LEGISLATION TO ENSURE
SAFE, LEGAL, ANP EFFECTIVE ACCESS TO ABORTION.



- Laura Santos 4
Y 2m &

Someone | know is in an abusive marriage and now she
is pregnant. She doesn’t want to keep the baby. | think
abortion should be legal in Brasil. Comments.

[[5 Like

() comment

Christian R.
Killing a baby is murder. She and you will burn in hell.

10 m Like Reply 10

Adriana Silva

She should keep the baby but be prepared for a C-section delivery. Brasil has
one of the highest C-Section deliveries in the world. | think it's almost 50%.

9m Like Reply

Antonio Alves
If she is staying in an abusive relationship, maybe she likes to be beaten!?

7 m Like Reply

Marcia Santos
In Latin America, a survey in 12 countries found that between 25% and 50% of
women had been subject to violence by their partner.

I am calling from the Women's
Police Station of Sao Paulo.
Do you know a Beta Lopes?

Sorry to inform you but she was shot this
evening at home. She has been admitted to
hospital in a critical condition. We are suspecting
it's the husband. He's on the run. Your name

came up under emergency contact.



AT THE HOSPITAL

The operation went
well and Beta’s vital
i ¥ signs are stable.

1 You should go home

and get some rest.

P -
Madame, this is Eoodinews.,
the police. We got the husband. He

had the gun on him. It's an
open-and-shut case. He

will be booked under the
Maria da Penha Law and

no doubt, sent to prison.

Yes, but much more needs to be done.
Let’s get Beta well again.
We've also contacted a
community health worker who works with

victims of domestic violence. Together, well get

Beta back on her feet .

| Sorry, we couldn't save the baby.

You know these cases are so
common in Brasil.

I guess there is some
Jjustice in this world
after all.






two women facing gender inequalities in a male dominated society.
Laura, a privileged upper-class woman, and Beta, her Afro-Brazilian
housekeeper, experience patriarchy in varying degrees, determined
by either their class privileges or lack of.

The story opens with Laura and her family attending Beta’s wedding
in a favela. As Beta’s marriage sinks into domestic violence during
the lockdowns of the Pandemic, Laura tries to navigate her own
encounters with sexism at home, in the workplace, and online.

Things take a turn when Beta reaches out to Laura for help after
a particularly violent episode at home. Drawn into Beta’s struggles
with marriage, domestic violence, reproductive rights, and the
devaluation of women’s contributions in society, Laura, along with
her daughter Marcia, begin to confront their own privilege and
complicity.
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